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Presentation Outline

• Passenger lists provide key information 
about an ancestor’s arrival in the New World. 

• But there are additional hidden clues you on 
them you might be missing.

• Learn how to really examine these lists to get 
more of the story!



Introduction
• America is a nation of immigrants, comprised of 
people who left home to find a better life for 
themselves and their families. 



Immigration Information
• EllisIsland.org http://www.ellisisland.org

• CastleGarden.org http://www.castlegarden.org

• Ancestry.com Immigration Collection 
http://www.ancestry.com

• FamilySearch http://www.familysearch.org

• National Archives Records Administration (NARA) 
http://www.archives.gov



Immigration Master Class
Family Tree University

http://www.familytreeuniversity.com

Next offering:  July 



General Information

• Book:  They Came in 

Ships: A Guide to 

Finding Your Immigrant 

Ancestor's Arrival 

Record, 3rd ed. by, John 
P. Colletta Provo, UT: 
Ancestry.com, 2002.



Extracting Data from Manifests

• There may be more to your immigrant’s 
arrival record than you see upon first 
glance.  

• Extract the data onto a clean form that you 
can work with on your own.  

• Copy notations.



General Information

Online Guide:

• Genealogy Articles, Tips & Research Guides 
(Joe Beine) – Passenger Lists

http://www.genealogybranches.com







Extracting Data from Manifests

• Find blank forms at:

• Copy of Manifest Extract Forms by 
Cavaliere Anthonl Lascio (1933-2004) 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilpip1g
s/manifest_extract_forms.htm

• Passenger Arrival Log: Ellis Island 
Genealogy Learning Center – Charts & 
Forms

• http://www.ellisisland.org/genealogy/geneal
ogy_download_passengerlog.asp



General Information

• Article:

“American Names: Declaring Independence” 
by Marian L. Smith. 
http://www.ilw.com/articles/2005,0808-
smith.shtm





General Information

• Article:

“A Guide to Interpreting Passenger List 
Annotations by Marian L. Smith.

http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/manifests



http://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/manifests



Finding Immigrant Ancestors:

Common Roadblocks

• Names 

• Transcription errors/problems

• Incorrect family information

• Don’t know port or exact immigration year

• Searching wrong port

• Missing manifests



http://www.stevemorse.org

One-Step Webpages (Steve Morse)



Important!

• Know the time period you’re researching.

• Understand applicable government 
requirements. 

• The earlier you go back, the less data you 
will get.

• Earlier lists (customs; passenger) less 
information.



Noteworthy Notations
• Customs Passenger Lists (1820-1891) typically only 
included “bare bones” information: Passenger’s name, age, 
gender, occupation, and nationality. 

• Post -1892 “Immigration Passenger Lists:

• Marital status

• Last town of residence

• Final destination in the United States (names of relatives or 
friends)

• Whether the passenger could read and write

• Amount of money the passenger was carrying

• The passenger's state of health

• Race (from 1903), place of birth (from 1906), personal 
description (from 1906), and name and address of nearest 
friend or relative in the old country (from 1907)



Noteworthy Notations

• Remember, however, there can be 
exceptions to every rule, and that 
information is not always 100% accurate 
even on “official” records. 

• When you do locate a passenger list for 
your immigrant ancestor, look carefully for 
special markings or notations.

• Go back and look at the records again!



Clues You Should Look For
• Names and addresses

• Places (town names both sides of the 
ocean)

• Clues to naturalization

• Occupation

• Family relationships

• Circumstances – what may have 
happened to an ancestor



• Numbers (contract ticket numbers), esp. 
on ships from England

• Letters:  “X,” “D,” “S.I.,” “B.S.I.”

• Words: “Admitted,” “Not on Board,” “Did 
Not Sail,” “Not Shipped.”

• Notations: next to name/end of manifest

• Annotations: “U.S. Born,” “USC,” “Nat,” 
“Natz,” “Naturalized,” 

• Certificate Numbers 

• Lines (cross outs, wavy lines)

Manifest Markings



Search for Verona Straka



Documents:  Ship’s Manifest
Verona Straka

1922

Age: 22

Single

Laborer

Slovak

Milpos

Traveling with 

Maria Straka, 

Age 19



Documents:  

Ship’s Manifest



Naturalization Numbers
• Series of numbers (e.g. 6-80275) on a passenger 
record over or above your ancestor’s name and 
possibly a date (e.g. 12/27/39).  

• This is a pretty good indication he or she filed to 
become a citizen. The notations were added to the 
passenger record as part of the verification process 
to show the applicant emigrated as they had stated.  



Naturalization Documents



“X” Marks the Spot: 
• Beginning about 1903, the passenger arrival lists 
began to include a supplemental section for detainees.  

• Many immigrants were detained for short periods of 
time at the port of arrival until relatives came to claim 
them (especially unescorted women, regardless if 
children accompanied them).

• If you see an “X” to the far left of the page on the 
passenger list, before or in the name column, this 
usually signifies that the passenger was temporarily 
detained.  Check passenger records for “Detainee 
Lists,” or “Records of Detained Aliens (Hint: Look at 
the end of the manifest for a particular ship to see the 
list of all detained aliens).



“X” Marks the Spot: 
• If you see an “X” to the far left of the page on the 
passenger list, before or in the name column, this 
usually signifies that the passenger was temporarily 
detained.  

• Check passenger records for “Detainee Lists,” or 
“Records of Detained Aliens.

• Hint: Look at the end of the manifest for a particular 
ship to see the list of all detained aliens.



Record of Detained Aliens:  Straka, 

Verona.  (Hospitalized on arrival)

The “Cause of Detention” could have marks indicating 
any number of reasons the immigrant was held, 
including:  hospitalization, “hus,” or “b-i-l” (meaning 
waiting for a husband or brother-in-law to come meet 
the immigrant), Tel $ (meaning lack of tickets and a 
telegram had to be sent to a relative for them to send 
money).



Documents:  Ship’s Manifest
Verona Straka

1922

Age: 22

Single

Laborer

(“Hospital 

Discharged”)

Slovak

Milpos

Traveling with 

Maria Straka, 

Age 19



Record of Detained Aliens

Hospital on arrival

Discharged on August 16th



Other Columns to Note
• "Disposition" column

• “Discharged” column

• "Meals" column shows the number of breakfasts, 
lunches, and dinners consumed

• Deportation notations:  abbreviations as “LPC” 
(“likely public charge”) and “LCD” (“loathsome 
contagious disease”).

• Additional verification of arrivals

• List of aliens held for special inquiry

• Cross references

•



Record of Detained Aliens

Janos Fenczak: 
R.R. Brother in Law; Allegheny County, PA.



Anna Bavolarr

Claims U.S. Born

U.S. Born









Emigration Passenger Lists

• If you can’t find your ancestors coming to 
America, perhaps you’ll find them going 
from their port of departure

• Ancestry.com’s immigration collection 
includes 1850-to-1934 lists from Hamburg, 
Germany 
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx
?dbid=1068 one of the top departure ports 
for European emigrants 



Emigration Passenger Lists
• Die MAUS Family History and Genealogical Society 
of Bremen:  Bremen Passenger Lists 

• Unfortunately, all lists from 1875 - 1908 older than 3 
years were destroyed due to lack of space in the 
Bremen Archives

• With the exception of 3017 passenger lists for the 
years 1920 - 1939 all other lists were lost in World 
War II

• Some 1907/08 and 1913/14 lists and card index also 
transcribed. Search online 
http://www.passengerlists.de/







Emigration Passenger Lists
• FindMyPast 
http://www.findmypast.com/passengerListPersonSea
rchStart.action

• About $145 a year) has outbound lists covering 1890 
to 1960 for UK ports—where vessels originating at 
other European ports often stopped before crossing 
the Atlantic

• Brigham Young University’s Immigrant Ancestors 
Project http://immigrants.byu.edu/ draws on emigrant 
records created in the old country, focusing on 
England, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, 
Scotland and Spain











http://www.susansgenealogyblog.com/2011/1
1/16/ship-lists-compare-multiple-versions/



Summary
• Finding immigrant ancestors can be tricky

• Understand time period

• Search all available databases

• Search using many different criteria

• Try various spelling variations

• Use wildcards where available

• Try to locate both arrival and departure record

• Search tools (Steve Morse) for sounds-like, town

• Indexes are NOT perfect; still may need to “browse”

records or search page by page

• Don’t give up!



Genealogy is?

Persistence

Skill

Serendipity


