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 Turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 
 Please hold all questions until the end 
 Social media use permitted (blogs, twitter, 

etc.) – Please respect copyright 
 Syllabus material:  S-9 



 Genealogical research in the 21st century is 
no longer just a solitary activity performed in 
the dark corner of a library or courthouse.   

 Technology and the Internet have opened up 
the world to family history sleuths.   

 How to utilize the new interactive components 
of some of the major genealogy sites to build 
family trees, find cousins and share 
information.   

 Make the Web work for you! 



When I started my genealogy... 

20 years ago 

•  1990 
•  Genealogy new 

territory for me 
•  No clue where to start 



When I started my genealogy… 

•  Internet was a new concept; not much for  
genealogy online 

•  Most records obtained by in-person research; 
snail mail; library;  LDS records (microfilm) 

•  No social media (no blogs, twitter, facebook) 
•  No Ancestry.com; FamilySearch; Ellis Island 

Database, etc. 
•  A “cloud” an object in the sky (rain/snow) 
•  Slovak genealogy – especially difficult.  Had to 

travel there yourself or hire somebody. 
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  Leaving a trail online to makes it easier for 
others to find you. 

 May lead to connecting with living kin. 



 Use a separate e-mail account for 
genealogy 

 Hotmail; Yahoo; Google mail (Gmail) 
 Use common sense when posting or 

sharing information online 
 Don’t be afraid to try something new 
 Try before you buy! (utilize free trials) 



  Set up a free e-mail account just for genealogy 
purposes on Gmail <www.gmail.com>, Hotmail 
<www.hotmail.com> or Yahoo! 
http://mail.yahoo.com .  

  Create an e-mail signature that’ll be automatically 
inserted at the end of every message 

  Example: Lisa A. Alzo--researching surnames: 
Alzo/Alsio/Alzyso, Fencsak/Fencak/Fenchak, 
Manovsky, Mala, Figlar/Figler, Straka, Verbovsky. 



  Ancestry.com http://trees.ancestry.com  
  Geni.com http://www.geni.com and 

MyHeritage,com’s Family Tree Builder 
http://www.myheritage.com/family-tree-builder  are 
popular programs—but many others are available 
as well.  

  See for suggestions: 
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/
SocialNetworking-for-Your-Family-Tree. 







  Give your family a home in cyberspace 
  Get free space at  
◦  Google http://wwwgoogle.com 
◦  Weebly http://weebly.com 
◦  RootsWeb http://accounts.rootsweb.ancestry.com 

  Consider setting up a collaborative workspace on 
Microsoft Office Live Workspace 
http://www.officelive.com.    

  If you prefer to control who can see your site, try 
Myfamily.com http://www.myfamily.com or 
MyHeritage http://www.myheritage.com 





   If you blog it, they may come! 
 The Geneabloggers website lists more 

than 2,000 blogs about family history and 
genealogy, and it offers tips for how to 
blog about your family. 
http://www.geneabloggers.com 





  Facebook http://www.facebook.com 
  GenealogyWise http://www.genealogywise.com 
  Twitter http://www.twitter.com  
  Google Plus (G+) https://plus.google.com  
  Can greatly increase your chances of family 

finding you.  
  Post about your research finds, comment on other 

genealogists’ posts and join groups for those who 
share your genealogical interests. 











  Read and post to genealogy message boards 
  RootsWeb http://boards.rootsweb.com 
  Yahoo! http://messages.yahoo.com , and forums 

such as FamilySearch Forums 
http://forums.familysearch.org 

  GenForum http://genforum.genealogy.com 
  Family Tree Magazine’s forum 

http://forum.familytreemagazine.com/forum 
  CGSI message board: 

http://www.cgsi.org/research/message-board  



  Screenshot CGSI 



  “Virtual pushpins” to map your family and find 
others who may be researching families from the 
same locality. 

  Ancestral Atlas ($) http://www.ancestralatlas.com  
  Ancestral Hunt ($) http://www.ancestralhunt.com 
  Use Google Earth http://earth.google.com to 

create interactive family histories. 











http://www.familytreeuniversity.com  



http://www.geneawebinars.com  



  Easy to Navigate 
  Small learning curve 
  Productivity 
  Seamless Searching 
  “Genealogy While I Sleep...” 
  Best ways to share my family history 



Favorite Interactive Sites 

Fold3 
  http://www.fold3.com  
Google Alerts 
http://google.com/alerts  
Ellis Island http://www.ellisisland.org 
FamilySearch 
http://www.familysearch.org  
eBay http://www.ebay.com  
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 Connections to cousins 
 Family I never knew existed 
 All because of my web presence: 
 Website, blog, articles, etc. 





 More cloud computing 
 More key records online 
 Portability  
 More social networking 
  ????  Who knows? 


