


Virtual Cemeteries

From top: Ever wondered
where the likes of
Hollywood's Don Knotts,
Truman Capote'’s Perry
Smith or Huck Finn's Mark
Teweain were buried? Thanks
to the Internet, you can
visit their gravestones,
leave cyber-flotwers and
even send a nofe of
condolence, all from the
comfort of your owm lrne.

» The names of the people who com-
piled the transcription

Additional optional information, such
as the condition, history or ownership
of the cemetery, and contact informa-
tion, may also be submitted according

|| to the guidelines on the site,

\ Genealogy.com
| wune.genealogy.com
l' Genealogy.com has a feature called
\ “Wirtual Cemetery” an interesting
database with location-specific tools.
The Virtual Cemetery Project is a
| collection of tombstone photos and a

1. _,_._.__5 fully searchable archive of transcrip-
s —— tions, Members of the Genealogy

| .com community have contributed
| all the tombstone photographs in
| this collection, and often there are
,' additional details listed such as the
| birth and death dates, death location,
| cemetery name and location, and
| sometimes a spouse’s name. The
| name of the contributor or "page
| author” is also listed, and the site
| allows you to contribute tombstones
| of your loved ones (you must register
vour name and e-mail address with the
site). Once vou've done so, click the
“Community” tab at the top of the site
and then under the “Virtual Cemetery”
link at the right, click on "Contribute a
Tombstone”. You probably won't find
as many famous tombstones on this
site as some of the others, but [ did
find photographs of the tombstones
for John F. Kennedy and Elvis
Presley, listed with accompanying
bir:rgraphical information.

' OTHER LiNKs

_Z,_/——-J Another way to find web pages for

specific cemeteries, or other virtual
collections of transcriptions or photo-
graphs, is to check with the following
websites:

Cemeteries, Obituaries, Funeral
Homes

wiwaw telusplanet net/public/mtollflocate2 Jubm
Provides numerous links to various
cemeteries worldwide (organized by
country). Also provides information on
obituary records and funeral homes.

Cyndi’s List

wrv.cyniislist.con

Categorized under “Cemeteries and
Funeral Homes,” with more than 2,000
links at the time of this writing: Links
are divided into a category index
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including;:

General Resource Sites

How To

Locality Specific

Mailing Lists, Newsgroups & Chat
Monuments, Memorials &
Tombstones

e Online Memorials

s Professional Researchers, Volunteers
& Other Research Services

e Publications, Software & Supplies
e Societies & Groups

With the following “Related
Categories” also listed:

= Biographies

Births & Baptisms

Death Records

Family Bibles

Newspapers

Obituaries

Wills & Probate

ePodunk

wiv.epodunk.com

Click on the link "Cemeteries” at the
bottom of the page to get to the
Cemetery Search Page and then choose
your state from the drop-down search
box and search by cemetery name.
There are also some tips on the site. For
example, if you're looking for cemeter-
ies by county, search for the county
first, then click on the cemeteries link
on the county page. Alternatively, if
you're looking for cemeteries near a
community, search for the community
first, then click on the nearby cemeter-
ies link.

Linkpendium

wavaelinkpendinum

Search under “Localities: USA” and
then by state and county and “cemeter-
ies” for appropriate links.

RootsWeb.com

wiva. rootsweb.com

Go to the UsGenWeb, wureusgenweb.org,
or the WorldGenWeb project,
hittp:/fworldgentvel.org, to view any num-
ber of cemetery transcription projects.

FindAGrave
e findagrave.com
You can search about 10 million grave
records, add names and photographs,
create virtual memorials, add cyber-
flowers and a note to a loved one's
grave, and even search for graves of the
famous (and infamous!)

For example, let’s say 1 wanted to
locate the burial place of American

wiveinfernet-genealogy.com



author and humorist, Mark Twain
{whose real name was Samuel
Langhorne Clemens, by the way). First,
I would click on the “Famous Grave
Search” and then type in the se
“Mark Twain". Two results appear —
one for “Clemens, Samuel Langhorne
"Mark Twain™ in Woodlawn Cemetery,
Elmira, Chemung County, New York,
USA — and a second for “Clemens,
Samuel Langhorme ‘Mark Twain® * with
a bracketed notation [cenotaph]. (A
cenotaph is a memorial marker erected
in honor of a person whose remains are
elsewhere.) The first result is the one [
want, so when [ click on it, | am taken
to a page with Mark Twain's biography
and three photos, two of the grave site
and one of the stone. There is also the
ability to add to the hundreds of notes
on the site left by admirers.

You can also perform cemetery
lookups by dicking the “Cemetery
Lookup” link, typing in the first name
of the cemetery and selecting the coun-
try and state. For instance, if [ want to
find the cemetery where my parents
and grandparents are buried, I would
type in * ‘Holy Trinity” and select

“Pennsylvania™ from the drop-down
menu, then click search. Some cemeter-
ies have pictures and most have maps.
If I click on the “map” link, I'm taken to
one of three views: “Map” (data from
TeleAtlas), “Satellite” (which lets you
zoom in on an aenal photograph) and
“Hybrid" (a combination of the two
options). You can also click on the link
to see how many entries for that ceme-
tery are included in the Interment data-
base. If you register (it's free), you can
add your own names to the database.
Simply click on the “Add Burial” link
on the site and follow the instructions
(there are forms for adding multiple
names at one time). You can also add
names onoe you have located a particu-
lar cemetery. | added my grandparents’
names to the database under this ceme-
tery, brief biographies for each of them,
and uploaded a photograph of their
cemetery stone. The process took just
under 10 minutes.

According to the site, about 25,000
people a day are searching the Find A
Grave database.

DomnG Your Paxr

While you may not be able to physical-
ly travel to the site where your ances-
tors were laid to rest, p-erh.]p'_-. you can
help others on the site by visiting ceme-

unnrinternef-pruenloge.com

arch box,

'U'urtual Cemeteries

teries in your city or T
town and include
them in one or more | == 5
of the sites men- g gt U
tioned in this arti- B ]

- e ke oo was b o
cle. Since the sites Wm : ;
listed above allow 0ok gt |
users to upload *mﬂ"’-ﬂ'ﬂmihm :

s il Conyows o | A4oty) Ltn Ay

photographs %:m-w. 1961 hmﬂ I
and/or transcrip- mt ﬂ IhP: ‘J
Hons, why not con- mw i,
sider volunteering, e Lol -
perhaps, for a e T ke = uuﬁﬁr
USGenWeb ceme- A UiiAl Crtarciats TRAML I «@‘ el ﬁﬁ?ﬂm:n
tery project or start |t il o oo "“’W o ol

your own documen-
tation/transcription project for cemeter-
ies near you? All you need is some
time, a camera and scanner, and your
computer and Internet connection to
complete the transcriptions and
uploads.

THE VIRTUES OF VIRTUAL

The ease and convenience of locating
cemetery information on the web is a
real plus for genealogists, especially if
your ancestors are buried in another
state or country. I also like the idea that
I can leave "virtual flowers” for my
parents and grandparents, any time I
want without having to make the six-
and-a-half hour drive from my home in
MNew York to Pittsburgh! However, as
with other web-
based searches, the
information should
always be checked
carefully and veri-
fied. I'm not sug-
gesting that consult-
ing a virtual ceme-
tery entry should be
the sole substitute
for an in-person visit
to the final resting
place of loved ones,
but rather such
entries should be
viewed as useful
tools for obtaining
key information in
the interim,

To quote the once-popular tele-
phone slogan, 1 like to think about the
virtual cemetery in this way: “It's the
next best thing to being there.”

Find A Grave makes it easy
ta add your own entries
inta their database. Youn can
even tnclude a biography
and photograph of the
centetery stone, as illustrat-
ed in this entry for the
anthor's grandfather’s
grave in West Mifflin,
Pennsylvania.

With virtual cemeteries,
even grave warkers from
ather countries like this one
in Posa, Slovakia can be
viewed anline 2417,
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