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Abslract: Tht". Sbidk Wotne, is a (:alt?tted biosruph\ al
th. author Lisrl Alzo, her moth?rAnttl Figlar, an.r nakmal
gta dnothetVcrona Str6ka. Thc tufi. base(t lar]ety an ora!
historf akl lomib tra.litio , dotunenls thc tives al these
wone i 

 

th? ste?! to\rn o1 Dtqac e. petr s)nrantu. The
book begi,ts with the bith ol the auttu)t.,s gran(rnother i
1899 i,t Mibst s.t.t, Sdt?! @unr!� Hungary [tudar Mirjoi,
Shwkiol. Varotn inni?tdte.t tt1 ttle llnit?.lStatcs ijt 1922.
Sha settled in D qu.$te, whlle she orKea as a
ho sekeep(L l, 1921 she narried .tdnoI FigtJAr, an
tnnliqratt.fro O$tunya, Szcpes owtt.r, wLtut\ lhow
O!fiut(, Sk^,aki.tl. A coal nikr \nd nletviotkq. rtit!1c1r
wa! a natl dctliutul b his.lttmiti. tct pro r b ttknhol
ahu:tr o (l .lo ta t rbletrcc. The ston) tu r nNt h Al.o s
utothcr Att a, the oldlst daughter oJ Jtino"t an(t V(ftrlica.
Ditcusse.! urc A a s challe t6 as a lirltt-te eration
Aneica , lhc a gst she cvdenccs i 

 

tckti,tl! tu her.futtur
atkt t other, atkl how tho.t( rcLationships eryrcsvd
then$elvet i tht ok:?t fie nade at a ad h. Th( haok
roncludet wiil Litu Alxo, thowhts hotr h.r thittthootl in a
bi"cuhural nadhiolt ffintett a !an* of i(le tit. twwn oJ
both Aneri&, a,kl Slorak hcritaSes.

Sk)vaks hav€ immigrllcd ro thc Unit€d Stales in largc
numbcrs, wilh ovcr 535.000arriving in rhis county bltwc€n
1880-1924. Mosl had no plans to rcNain on u pernancnr
basis, and rcncwed $cir stay ycar by ycar. pcasants, who
chose to cnler cmploymcnt jn indusry rarher than
agrjculture, they camc ro lilt the unskilled and sem;ski ed
iobs lefi vacant by labor slrikes and fte dcclining influx oI
norlhweslcm Europ€flns. Ovcr hatf of li Sbvaks
imrnrgrarrng during this pcriod scrLtcd in pcnnsytvania.

Lisa A- Alzo s Three Skrvak Women docurnenls thc
expericnces of an drchclypic lamily wiihin rhis
Pennsylvanian Slolak poputarion. Her srory is well
rrlrculatcd, and rclatcs in dcrailrhc strugglcs sommon !o rhe
Erst European imnigranr: crossing rhe Atlanric. Elljs Island,
lcrming the English laDguagc, nesoli.uing American
culture, cnduring s{riat and econornic discriminarjon and
survjving $e catasrophe ot-the Grcar Deprcssion. AIzo
successtully w€avcs her personal knowledgc ofsetl morher
and grandmothcr into a captivaring and toucbjng sbry lha!
transccnds the specifics ol hcr own farnily and takes on a
broad human appeal. Unique and most clccuvc $ lne
aulhor's prcsenlarion offiis srory tiom the vanlage poinl of
the lamily s mJlriarchs.
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The book su ars slighrtl liom a jack of ednonc
dircct ion rc f i rJ in:  h i . r , ' f l ( . ! l  dL lJ i t  unJ i ,  pr r i jm, ,n iou. ,n
illustmtivc contcnr. 'lhcsc 

shortconings. however. arE
more lhrn oll:sct by Alzo s linid ntrraLive slylc a^t
contxgious empathy for vanjshing clhnic rradiLions in Or
Unilcd Stalcs. Perhaps the book.s SrcrLcst strcngrh ir il.
power .o conlinc€ thc reader rhat 6esc rr.rditions ind$,
h.rvc value. that thcy in largc palt havc deUned ou, pe^on l
identilics. and the wc are collcctively diminishcd by rl|.-r

Three Shvak Wonen is an exccllenl read which I
highly rccomrncnd ro anyone jntercsled in family hisiory.
Thc book js more than a docunenla.y of a Slovak famity,
and is bcst undcrsrood indep€ndcnt of eLhnic focus. For
Alzo's story above all clse is an evocarive enticcment lo
documcnt and undersland our own 1;rmily srodes, and
illustatcs the wry lhat cach of us, while s(udying the lives of
our progenitors, discovers Lhe meaning of our own.
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