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Do You Need a
Genealogy Agent?

year is free, while monitoring
addiiional ancestors costs $14.60
us (per ancestor) per year.

GETTING STARTED
You can learn more about the site
befor€ you register by taking the

Generlogy^gent.com
oniror the lnlemet for Your Hard-to-Find anceslors using softsars Aqenb
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me Ge,lealowAgent hone page explaifls hou theu aft able to do nultiple
gefleatogy website searches o,t Voul behalf.

binations on ihe website.

TEsr DRrvE
I decided to take the site for a
test drive. I followed the inshuc-
iions and enter€d my paiernal
grandfather, John Alzo. I entered
the surname (you can only €nter
one variation) and first name (no
initials or middle names are per-
mitted) and then entered so;e
nicknames such as Jan and Janos.
(These entries aren't really nick-
names, but variations on the first
name.) Then I continued to enier
the data for him. The whole
process took about 15 minutes, so
it was fairly quick. Once you
enter the data on an ancestor and
have saved it, you can go back
and edit the fields as yolr need
io. You can also change your
mind and have the

According to
Bary, the basic

searching on the

binations of birth
location, death

siblints, spouses
and children. As
a result ihe

searches multi-
ply quite quick-
ly. You can view
aJl example of

currently check-
ing most or all of
the family his
tory websiies
available and
find yourself
getting the same"hits" or results

atain, finding
Iitde or nothing

major brickwall

family lines and

If so, there is

Do ANY oF THE following scenarios
apply to you?
. You've just stated io search
Ior your ancestors on the
Internet, brt don't know which

. You know how to navigate the

out there that might be able to
help.

GenealogyAgent.com,
loww.geneaIogyagcnt .con , will 6elp
search tenealoSy sites for you for
ancestors who might be proving
a bit difficult to find. The sit€,
created by Doug Barry, has b€en
in beta testinS since the summer
of 2007. After you rctister (which
is free), you can enter details
about your ancestor, including
nicknames, birth and d€ath year
(or range if you don't know the
exact date), place of death,
spouse's name and more.

GenealogyAgent will then
monitor several genealogy sites
using different combinations oI
the information you've given,
and send you e-mail rcports
when new data is fouJrld.
Monitoring two ancestors for one
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GenealogyAgents f ollow their
assigm€nt and then send you an"ancestor e-mail" (se€ the web-
site for an example) indicating
whether or not they found aJ|y
changes based on the detailed
infomation about your ancestor.

seu-tuided site tour. I highly rec-
ommend doins this before vou
begin. The toui is very thoiough
and shows an evampJe of how to
set up one anc€stor seatch so the
sit€'s GenealotyAgents "will

examine five regula! websites
and conduct 92 genealogy search
combinations each month to see
if anything has changed for that
particular ancestor."

How THr SITE WoRKs
"GenealogyAte nts don't just
check to see if any old thing has
changed on a website or for a
given genealogy site search,"
says Barry. "They are smarter
than ihat." The "Agents" us€ the
details you provide about your
ancestor to see iI those details
have changed on a w€bsite or for
a g€nealogy site search. The
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