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expectations, Amazingly, the
site got 30,000 hits in less than
two weeks! The site's success
stunned its founder, but when
you think about it, the appeal to
genealogists isn't all that sur-
prising. While the search for
ancestors’ records may span
various time periods or any
number of different localities,
one experience that is almost
universal among family history
enthusiasts is the discovery of
one or more unidentified photo-
graphs: The faded images found
in a box in Aunt Betty's attic or
Uncle George's basement, or
worse yel, the abandoned photo-
graphs that show up at flea
markets, antique stores or listed
on an online auction site such as
eBay. DeadFred filled a void in
the online genealogical commu-
nity, and soon a number of
other photo archive database
websites followed, such as
Ancient Faces, www.ancient
faces.com, Family Old Photos,
www fandlyoldphotos.com, among
others. (For more information
on old photos on the web, see
the August 2006 issue of Family
Chronicle magazine),

The DeadFred site boasts
more than 50,000 photos in an
unlimited database that is fully
searchable by various and com-
bined criteria, including surname,
keyword and detailed search. The

Mystery Photos section is especial-

ly intriguing, and the site also
offers discussion groups and a
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This photo was donated to DeadFred by

n Aags w Fier Vi

Two men in costume: Achille Berat, left, and
[ules Parrein, right. Written on the sides af
the photo: “Souvenir du concert de charite du
22 feorier 1892, [/f par Achille Berat et Jules

Parrein chef jaceifes van deir velten. I/
Concert darie park circle ded X photo Il par
M. Eugene Rollins President le chevalier et

Ferniite, grand du dramatique”,

Lulu from Belgium: www.deadfred

.com/surnamePersR_05.php?ID=57467

popular monthly e-newsletter.
Visitors to the site can also read
testimonials from fellow users
who share their personal success
stories. To date, the site has suc-
cessfully completed 854 reunions.
While the site is free to users,
there are day-to-day expenses (for

archival supplies, postage, website
maintenance, etc.) which Bott pays

for himself. He's hoping to get
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assistance from genealogy soci-
eties and other sponsorships,
and visitors to the site are
encouraged to send donations
($1 us per person is suggested).
In addition, to raise funds, the
founders decided to produce
The Desperate Genealogist's Idea
Book: Creative Ways to Outsmart
Your Elusive Ancestors. This 150-
page e-book is “a tag-team effort
by DeadFred.com and some of
genealogy’s top ancestral
sleuths and accomplished writ-
ers”. In it, you will find articles
and case studies that reveal
invaluable tips, shortcuts,
resources and step-by-step
instructions on how to use over-
looked research tools, conduct
specialized searches and tackle
those pesky brickwalls. The
book is available via the website
for $14.95 us per download.

A WinnNING COMBINATION

If you happen to stumble across

boxes of old photographs in

your attic, closet or garage and

are unsure whao's in them or

what to do with them, why not
consider “donating” them to the
DeadFred archive? Think of it as
“spring cleaning” your family his-
tory. In the same way you would
consider donating clothing or
household items to yvour favorite
local charity, consider posting
those stowed-away old family
photographs (whether identified
or not) to DeadFred.

This mystery photograph of three soldiers in uniform
was discovered in a box by the author’s cousin in her
basement. A best guess is that at least one man in the
phatagrapl is from the Alzo fomily of Kucsin,
Slovakia. By uploading the photograpl online o
www.deadfred.com, followwing their easy-fo-nse
submission foris, Hie author has taken another step i
liapes of identifiing the men in the photograph and
when it was takew. Ouce submitted, the image is
assigned a photo identification number, as well as a
reference URL number for easy retrieval:
www.deadfred.com/surnamePersR_05.php?ID=63566.
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How 1o SusMiIT YouR
PHOTOGRAPHS
Submitting your photographs to
the DeadFred site is a simple
process. Users must register (for
free) with their e-mail address and
first name. A temporary password
is then e-mailed to you and once
you log in you can change it.
Mext, make sure that your photos
are identified in some way (a
name or country, or date, or state,
etc.) and that they meet
DeadFred’s criteriac
s Photos were taken prior to 1965
s All subjects are now deceased
s Images must be of appropriate
content

Photos can be submitted to
www.deadfred com via two ways:

Online:

1. Click on the *FPost Photos™
option on the menu and you will
find the submission form.

2. Use the “Browse™ button to
locate and add the photo file from
your computer. Then click on the
“Upload Image™ button. (Tip: Scan
cach image in FeC format. For best
results, scan at 150 091 resolution
or higher and save at 72 orL

Your photograph will then be
assigned ifts owmn record number.
Follow the prompts on the result-
ing page to type i the identifica-
tion information @ the proper
fields, and then dlick “Submit”,
Any photo submatted without a
surname will be tagped as a mys-
tery and can be found by search-
ing DeadFred’s mystery database.
You must repeat the process for
each of your images. Photos typi-
cally appear online within 3-5
days of being successfully
uploaded.

Stail Madl

1. 5end an e-mail to DeadFred,
and they will give you the neces-
sary instructions for mailing your
photograph=.

2. The Archive will reimburse you
for First Class Unated States Mail
postage.

For more instructions on the
photo submission process, see the
"Frequently Asked Questions”
(FAQ) page on the site.
wittin.deadfred com/fag_05.plp.

s internet-pracalors com

Keep in mind, that all photos
sent to DeadFred are considered
donations. They cannot be
returned and become property of
DeadFred's Genealogy Photo
Archive.

DeadFred.com

fred.com to upload that picture of
the bride and groom dressed in all
their finery, the proud military
man standing at attention in his
uniform or the family portrait
taken in the ancestral village. You

Thiis phnfngmpi‘t of King Frederick

of Prussia was the inspiration for Joe
Bott naming his online photo archive
DeadFred, Frederick was bor in
1831, He grew up as a liberal in an
autocratic world and was the frm‘
Prussian prince to attend university,
Fred married Victoria, the Princess
Raoyal of Britain, and they worked
together to further the intellectual
and artistic life of Germany. He
ascended to the throne of Germany
uttable to speak due to a tracheotomy
for throat cancer in January 1888. He
succumbed to his sickness on 15 June
1888, just 99 days after becoming
Kking.

Right: Three kids
relax after a climb.
From a c.1900 pimtu
allnuom of images
taken in Shenandoah,
PA's mlﬂlrm:rta_caql
region. The plysical
album itself was
originally purchased
from N.M. Wonders of
Pottsville, PA.

Bott offers the following
advice to those who are new to the
site: “Buy the book!” Proceeds
from book sales help to support
the site and keep it free for users.
Bott also suggests users start dust-
ing off those mystery photos and
post them as soon as possible.
And don't overlook those known
ancestor photos, which DeadFred
also accepts. Also, be sure to book-
mark the site and visit it often as
DeadFred is averaging up to a
thousand uploaded photos a
month.

Finally, Bott adds, “Get those
photos out in the light so people
can see them!”

So, if you've inherited a collec-
tion of unknown images or photo-
graphic orphans, no need to
despair. Simply go to wivw.dead

might just turn up that delightful-
ly sweet, winning combination
that will tantalize your genealogi-
cal taste buds!

Lisa A. Alzo
teaches online
| genenlogy class-
es, and is a fre-
quent speaker at
national confer-
ences and
genealogical aid
; liistorical
socicty. She can be reached al

www.lisaalzo.com
|
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