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Secret Weapons and Tnrmp Cards
FoRcEr surr:Rpor{ERs o'r lalorite superheroes ger Lheif edge thc old fashioned i!ay: out ofa sclfstocked
b a g o l t i c k s . F r o n 1 L r i e d a r r d - r r u e t o o h t o o n l i D e n l d \ u a l s e l r e r \ v r i p o f \ \ e e \ h a t o u r \ u p e r h e r o c s h a \ e
deemed dreir f.rvorite trump cards.
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Mr ANctro$ fr$f SLou( trr belev€ me .ould wrte a book about

r iumbl inS bLocks wth th 5 Partcul {  ethn. t i  lhave found mv

Slovak ancestry to be chaLlenEinE at ben lts difFcuLt to prnpo nt anv

par.icuLar prcbkm but iun Gn t Fnd the v LLaSe of or 8in for mv

Ereat Erandp&entsor thar Land nB at CanLe Garden
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Border changes, language dilier€nces, Political consider

ations, and exotic sounding surnanes often comPlicate the

research process. ln addition' rnisconc€ptions and m)4hs

about the research process abound and olien discounge

even the most avid researchel

Slovakia has a comP[cated history Briefly' the Catholic

Habsburg fanily from Austria began ruling the C'�ech lands

in 1s26. The Hnbsburg EmPire was later renaned the Aus'

trian Empire. A Long period of unrest led to the iormation

of the Austro-Hun8:uian dual mon.rchy in 1867. Bohemia,

Moravia, and Silesia were provinces of Austria, 1'hile Slola-

kia was under Huryary. After Wwl, the Ausiro'Htngarian

enpire was dissolved, and Bohenia, Moravia' Silesia. and

T/l'tz

Slovakin $'er€ reformed inlo Czechoslolzkia. rodav, the area

N .eprJred In,o 'he C/e,  h Reprrb r . :  rnd q lu 'ak i r '

Some 620,000 Slovals came to America during dre )ears
of miss DigratioD (1875 1914) mnking th€n1 one ofthe

laryest groups to come to our shores. Slovaks left their

hone rnd lor mrnl -er{on. ' .lud.ng poor ecotrnni 'on

ditioDs and political or religious r€pression O\€r s00'000

Slovaks bad settled in the Urlited States by 1914, forming

cluster communities among their relati\€s. friends. or 
'bld

country" neighbors in cities including Pitrsburg[ ClelelaDd.

and Chicago.

Did You Know?
Prior to 1895, churches in the region nraintained vital

reco-d ' .  In  las l .  Ihe ' rdr '  ordere l  Iher  be p l - .ed i r l

the regional archives (Stdt ; Olidsr ri ,Arclrry) Note,

howeve! that not e\€rlone lbllowed this order bI the

1895 cuto$ date. You ll fiDd more infonlation about

t1rc Slovnk Stare Arch es on its English language

s'ebsite <www.civil. govsvsnarchvulchtm>



B€st Thin8s about R€searchinS SloYak Ancestors

>Tle F; v Historv Librarv bas microfrlms for most counties see Eastern Slovakia Research Strategies for an

updated list <1!1s{iabsi com/gen/pubtio'
Jt"riS*"t, *or.a .t ,lir in encia'es lr vou 'ant 6nd vour dnect ancestoa search for siuings' cousins' and

I illli'^'; o'*o t "t'"e resources see "surnng ror srovak Ancestori' in the 'u ncesry oait' rtel\ls ror

details.mrv.ancestrycomileaJn/libr^ry/arhcF-asP;?article=10610> and <ww!rancestry'con/learn/librarv/articl€

aspx?article=10805>
tii*t "* ir'" a*a*"*k Genealogical Societv lnternational <r\$cgsiorP and the lederation of East Euro

"..''i"'n1,r" tttr.., *."ti., "**r""ft"'o'g' to'' published journals/newsletters' conferences and workshops' and

;eferrals to professional resedchers'

worrt Things about ResearchinS Slovak An(estoli

> Border changes can nean that your ancestors homeiand \tas in more thm one counlry

'^"...i.."J. * t"" ttil th; 1850s) and Hungatian (til 1914) You'11a]so see a few in German and Slovak'

with lervish records in Germd
ti.-,lil-,"*a.- "*."-es can result in sPeuins or trdNcripiion errors in records and online databas€s'

; il",_ t;;H";;;;; " .a",i* *r,o�*r,,i, . ,"n ab;ur ine .brd countrl' making information difrcult to

Common MisaoncePtions
Miseo cepnos a|-Ererytfiit'g is o'lifle while youl 6nd some

records onlhe, microfrlmed records and nrchived docum€nts

stil provide most of the key infonnation for ]'our ancestors pre'

imtnigrahon.
> ;rcncePtion "2-Co,1tenPorcry nanes are IhP stme as the

t'oaitio,ot n.nu.'"r".^e 'P€ll'19' olien vdv rn gramrnarical

conte:{t. Immigration omcials did Dot PurPosely chang€ peoPle'

names, but manv immigrants cbose to 'AmericarriTe" their nam€s

uDon arnral in the United States

;rlLsconceotiott *3-cuftent geoga?hy is the same as histoi'

"ol groitopi rot tru.-th€ two world wars and other contlicts

reshaped Eatern EuroPe
> Ulis.oncepnor 4 -'row an'estots t"ust have cone through

€l;t ?slarl. Some 20 miUion immigrants pass€d through Elis

Island beh\ren 1892 and 1924, but there were Plenty ot immigrants

'eho Nent lo other pons search those using lhe Immigration Col-

lection at .\ncestrycom,
>Xtkconception as-Erandma ]!,,!s Slonk Avoid rhe "National-

itv Trapl' lust because Grandma said she was Slov'k does not mean

iti too percent true other nationaiities Lived in Slovakia Also'

rnany Siorak rsho lired in Eastern Slovakia mav aciualv be elhni

ca I Carpatho-Rusln

I cant Find Th€m on a Lirt
Phoneiic spellings of Slovak names

al1d illegible handwriting complicate

the search Process md ncrease
chances for transcriPtion errors To

>Try \'nriaiions (fencak, lencik'

>Re\€rse first and last names
>Try addhg the su6,{ 'bva" for

females

LtsA ̂. ALzo it an iflsbuctor' lectwer'

and a thor al 'i' book and flunerolts

ftagazine Artick: She serws on the

Board oJ Dnecturs Jar the Czechoslowk

Genealogkol Sociery Intet ational and is

2nd Vice President kr the Fedention oJ

E6t EurcPean Fanily Historv Societies
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