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GENEALOGY RESEARCH

Also featured on the site is “MyHeritage
Research”, a search engine built specifi-
cally for genealogy, allowing anyone to
search more than 400 major genealogy
databases in a single query. In simple
terms, this search engine works like a
super-computer by harmessing the data
and computing power of thousands of
servers on the web.

How does it work? Through some-
thing called Megadex technology, which
was invented by MyHeritage to over-
come the challenges posed by spelling
variations. Megadex first points out the
most commonly used spelling varia-
tions of the last name you are research-
ing. Then it allows you to search for a
subset of these variations in a single,
powerful MyHeritage Research query. It
queries websites, databases, archives
and message boards (including popular
sites such as Ellis Island, Ancestry.com,
Genealogy.com, Bremen Passenger Lists
1920-39, Ysearch and many others). You
can see the list of current sources under
“source list”. For more information and
search tips, click on the “How It
Works”, “Megadex” and "Search Tips”
tabs located in the Research section of
the site.

TRYING OUT THE MEGADEX

To use the Megadex, click on “Beta
Center”, and then the “Research” tab at
the top of the page. Type in the name of
an ancestor (even just a last name) and
click “Search”.

I decided to try a search for an
ancestor [ just started to look for —
Michael Sivak. The surname seems sim-
ple enough, but is also prone to mis-
spelling, So I typed “Sivak” in the last
name field and clicked “Search”. T was
then taken to a screen with a long list of
matching variants for the last name
“Sivak”. Next, I followed the instruc-
Hons to select up to 10 names from the
list of spelling variants. I was given the
option to select any name individually
or automatically select the most rele-
vant ones by clicking “Select the 10 Best
Matching Variants”. I chose to select
my own variants and then clicked
“Start this Search”. MyHeritage
Research queried all applicable geneal-
ogy databases for each of the spelling
variants I selected. The search took sev-
eral minutes to conclude. By watching
the progress bar, I could monitor how
quickly the search was taking.

However, I was able to start access-
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ing results the moment they appeared,
without having to wait for the search to
complete. Note that you can also enter
a first name or other search criteria (by
clicking on the “Advanced Search”
arrow to the right of the “Search” tab),
and MyHeritage Research will include
them in your Megadex query.

The results were displayed in one
long table. Each row in the table
showed one database in which matches
were found, the Megadex spelling vari-
ant for which the matches were found
and the number of matches. I was then
able to check a particular match by
clicking on the “View"” link. Genealogy
databases that do not return any match-
es are not displayed.

By using the Megadex search, |
found several listings for variations of
the name 5ivak in census records (1910,
1920) on Ancestry.com and in the Ellis
Island Database. A quick review of the
results eventually led me to the person
I'was searching for.

The folks at MyHeritage say they
are constantly scouring the Internet for
new genealogy databases. Users may
also suggest an information source to
include. Click on the “Source List” tab
located under the “Research” page and
then click on the “Let Us Know” link to
recommend a new source to the
Research and Development department.

FORTHCOMING FEATURES

Once all the features become active,
users will be able to access MyHeritage
Family Pages to create a family website,
share photos, post a family tree to the
web, organize events, stay in touch and
more. Basic family sites will be free,
with premium subscriptions for more
advanced features. Family Tree Builder,
MyHeritage's free multi-lingual soft-
ware for setting up a family tree, will
offer a simple interface to enter and
review data and allow users to organize
their photo collections according to the
relatives pictured.

MoRE TO COME

In the meantime, if you're passionate
about researching your roots, enjoy
learning about the latest technology or
experimenting with new Internet search
tools, consider giving MyHeritage.com
a try. Once all the features are in place,
this site has the potential to become the
next “must-see” website for genealogi-

cal research.
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