LISA A. ALZO DISCUSSES HOW TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF FINDING YOUR LONG-LOST RELATIVES

Five Ways To Connect
With Your Living Kin

GENEALOGY IS ALL about making
connections. Most of the time
we're trying to link one ancestor
to another through the names,
dates and places we uncover dur-
ing our research. But just as
important are the connections we
make with living relatives or other
researchers who may be on the
hunt for the same data we're try-
ing to track down. But you can’t
do this with your head buried in a
database or hiding behind a
microfilm reader. If you want to
find, and be found by, living kin,
here are five steps to follow to
increase your chances.

1. WEAVE A WEB PRESENCE
Set up your own personal or fam-
ily website. Check with your
Internet Service Provider (ISP), or
take advantage of free space avail-
able on Google, www.google.com
(account required), RootsWeb,
http:/faccounts.rootsweb.ancestry.
com, or consider setting up a col-
laborative workspace on Microsoft
Office Live Workspace,
www.officelive.com (for details on
how to do this, consult the
August/September 2010 issue of
Internet Genealogy). Sharing your
family history or research adven-
tures on a blog is another surefire
way to find kin. The
Geneabloggers website, www.
geneabloggers.com, lists more than
1,200 blogs about family history
and genealogy and offers tips for
how to get started and how to
keep going. Check out the Blog
Resources section, www.
geneabloggers.com/blog-resources,
and be sure to view the Genealogy
Blog Primer prepared by webmas-
ter, Thomas MacEntee, www.
geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blog-
primer. Popular blogging themes,
such as “Surname Saturday” and
“Tombstone Tuesday” offer week-
ly chances for you to actively use
the web to help others find you.

If you prefer a more visual
approach, use YouTube for video
tributes to your family, or as a
way to share some aspect of your
genealogy search. Not only could
it go viral and make you an
overnight Internet sensation, but it
may be viewed by that long-lost
cousin in Ireland you never knew

about.

www.genealogywise.com, and
Twitter, www.twitter.com, to search
for relatives, advertise their sur-
name searches and share family
history or genealogy gems.

Family tree building and sharing
websites let you combine the tasks
of uploading a family tree and
networking in one place.
Ancestry.com, littp://trees.ancestry.

Members of the Alzo family at a luncheon in Vranov, Slovakia, June 2010.
Standing: Jdn and Emilia Alzo, Robert and Renata Calfa. Sitting: Helena Alzo
Bidlen.

I've had several such experi-
ences of having others find me
thanks to my website, www.
lisaalzo.com, or blog, www.
theaccidentalgenealogist.com, includ-
ing a recent connection with a
third cousin whom | met for the
first time this summer during a
trip to Slovakia.

2. BE A SOCIAL BUTTERFLY

With social networking all the
rage, many genealogists have
turned to sites such as Facebook,
www.facebook.com, GenealogyWise,
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com, Geni.com, wwiw.geni.com, and
MyHeritage.com’s Family Tree
Builder, www.myheritage.com/

family-tree-builder, are popular pro-

grams, however, there are many
other resources. See the June/July
2010 issue of Internet Genealogy for
a review of Family Tree Builder 4.0
and other family tree building
sites included in the “130 Best
Genealogy Websites” article.

3. SHARE WHAT You Know
With Web 2.0, the Internet is no
longer a static place where geneal-
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ogists just retrieve information.
Rather, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to contribute pages of
your ancestors, such as with
Footnote Pages, www.footnote.com
/pages (which is often referred to
as the “Facebook for the
Deceased”), or Living Genealogy,
www.livinggenealogy.com. Even
templates to set up Facebook
Pages for your ancestors are avail-
able at www.stumbleupon.com/

su/3239G0/www.geneabloggers.com/
ﬁcebmk-page-ancestor/fr Footnote
has also launched an Interactive

1930 census, www.footnote.com
/1930census, where users can go
beyond viewing, downloading
and printing images from the cen-
sus to add images and comments,
spotlight interesting finds, create
p:ﬁﬁ for ancestors, and more.

, other sites are enabling users
to add comments and other con-
tent.

In addition, many genealogy
wikis exist, encouraging user-con-
tributed material. Two such wikis
that are popular include WeRelate,
www.werelate.org/wiki, and the
FamilySearch Wiki, https://fwiki.
familysearch.org/en and the
Ancestry.com Family History
Wiki, wwrw.ancestry.com/wiki
findex.php?title=Main_Page.

Participating in DNA testing is
another way to expand your
search for blood relatives. There
are a number of testing services,
including Family Tree DNA,
www.familytreedna.com, and
23andMe, www.23andme.com, and
plenty of surname projects as well.
Search for them on Ancestry.com
DNA Groups, hittp://dna.ancestry.
com/dnaGroups.aspx, Cyndi’s List
Surname DNA Studies and
Projects, www.cyndislist.com
/surn-dna.htm, DNA Heritage
Surname Projects, www.
dnaheritage.com, Family Tree DNA
Surname Projects, www.
familytreedna.com/projects.aspx, and
WorldFamilies.net Surname
Projects, www.worldfamilies.net/
surnames. Such opportunities for
sharing literally opens up the
world to genealogists, providing
endless possibilities to connect
with kin and collaborate with fel-
low researchers.

Publishing a book is yet anoth-

www.internet-genealogy.com

Five Ways To Connect With Your Living Kin

er way to increase the chances of
finding or reconnecting with fami-
ly members, It has certainly
worked for me, as | have had
numerous cousmske'd getin toucfh
after icked up copies of m
booksmg;rze Slamkﬁﬂlonwn and 1
Slovak Pittsburgh (see my article
“Want to Find Long Lost
Relatives? Write a Book!” in the
July/ August 2009 issue of Family
Chronicle).

The author’s article “Getting to Know
Pap”, in the June 2008 issue of
Discovering Family History, was the
catalyst for contact with an Alzo
cousin whom she had no knowledge
of prior to their first e-mail
correspondence in late 2008.

4. VOLUNTEER

By volunteering at your local his-
torical society, or Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints Family
History Center ( FHC) you can
help other researchers and per-
haps meet someone who is track-
ing the same family line or ances-
tral village. You can also offer
your time for local or national
conferences or workshops. Find
conference announcements on
Eastman’s Online Genealogy
Newsletter, http://blog.cogn.com, or
check the list of “Upcoming
Genealogical Society Events” fea-
tured in each issue of Internet
Genealogy. If you prefer a more
low-key way to help other geneal-
ogists, why not volunteer to do
searches for websites, such as

Random Acts of Genealogical
Kindness, www.raogk.org, or offer
your services for one of many
USGenWeb, http://usgenweb.org, or
WorldGenWeb, wiww.worldgenweb.
org, projects asking for coordina-
tors.

5. LEAVE “ONLINE BREADCRUMBS”
Once you establish a virtual pres-
ence, make it easier for people to
find you from your everyday
online activities. Include names or
places you're researching in your
email signature. Comment on
blogs, read message boards, such
as those posted to RootsWeb
http://boards.rootsweb.com,
GenForum, http://genforum.

. genealogy.com, or Yahoo! http://

messages.yahoo.com/yahoo/Family_%
26_Home/Genealogy/index.html.
Use Google “My Maps” to create,
personalize and share your own
maps at http:/, .google.com
/help/maps/mymaps/create. html (you
can make it public), or use a fami-
ly history mapping tool, such as
Ancestral Atlas, www.
ancestralatlas.com, to leave “virtual
pushpins” marking those locations
where your ancestors were born,
mamed lived, worked and died.
rocess of connecting with
fellow ily history enthusiasts
has certainly come a long way
from the days of one person doing
years of research, then publishing
a massive tome of all the discov-
ered names, or placing an ad in
the local newspaper, in hopes of
tracking down long-lost relatives.
With all of the 21st century tools
available, it's easier than ever to
find and be found. However, you
have to be willing to take a
chance. I recently opened a for-
tune cookie and the little slip of
paper said: “Life is about making
some things happen, not waiting
for something to happen”. Apply
this philosophy to genealogy and
Kou could be pleasantly surprised

y the results.
Author, instructor and lecturer,
Lisa A. Alzo is a regular contributor
| to Internet Genealogy and
‘ Family Chronicle, and leaves her
virtual trail at www,
l theaccidentalgenealogist.com.
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