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From online to handheld, we look at
the latest hi-tech research tools!

Portraits From the Past
Where to Find Your Old
Family Photos

California Dreamin’
Resources For Uncovering
Your West Coast Roots

Obituaries Online
Where to Find Notices of
Your Ancestors’ Death on
the 'Net

Firefighters in the Family!
Where There’s Smoke, There's

Usually Fire!

PLUS!

Getting More
From

Google

-
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LISA A, ALZO LOOKS AT A NEW WAY TO KEEP TRACK OF WHERE YOUR ANCESTORS LIVED

Mapping Genealogy:
Ancestral Atlas
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L.OCATION. LOCATION. LOCATION.
How many times have you heard
this mantra from real estate
agents trving to close a sale on a
property? But, location is also a
critical component in genealogy.

When tracking our
ancestors, we learn to
ask where things hap-
pened in order to get
a sense of place, to
assist us in finding
the key records we
need, and to make
sure we are tracing
the right family {espe-
cially when searching
for a common sur-
name).

There’s a new tool
available to help
genealogists with this
task. Ancestral Atlas,
wure.ancestralatins.com,
is an online communi-
ty environment that

allows people to create and share
ancestry-based maps. It's useful
for displaying locations of births,
marriages and burials of your
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ancestors, as well as the locations
of other important places in their
lives, such as the location of a
family farm or business, or the
locations of a military battle in
which your ancestor was a partic-

The basic Ancestral Atlas
service is available free of charge
although some of the more
advanced features are fee-based.
You’ll need to register with a
username and password (you do

not need to provide
credit card informa-

¢ tion to register).

A subscription
costs only £15 (a
handy link to other

8. currencies is provid-

ed on the main page
50 you can see how
much it wil] cost

a **1 you} and offers bene-

fits such as; unlimit-

ed access, saved

w seatches, social

The historical map option uses the Ordnance Survey Revised New
Edition maps for England and Wales, first published between 1893
and 1903,

ipant. It has been dubbed “The
social networking site for dead
people”. Ancestral Atlas supports
locations anywhere inthe world.

networking, secure
messaging, access to
licensed data (such as
access to historical
maps of England and
Wales) and the

opportunity to ¢ven generate an
income if you have entered infor-
mation that is of value to others.
When [ joined, it cost me $24.76
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Mapping Genealogy: Ancestral Atlas

US, which included a special
offer to receive a lifetime of sub-
scription benefits at that price.

WHY ANCESTRAL ATLAS?
According to their website, the
company behind the idea deals
with historical maps of lreland
and, at various conferences, its
representatives were asked by
customers for historical maps of
the same location in Ireland. The
mapping specialists set out to
create a “dynamic” map to aid
family historians in sharing infor-
mation globally in real time, as
well as collaborate through a
secure messaging system. They
could add family history data as
well as contextual data, such as a
map of a military battle or a his-
tory of a particular coal mine.
Think wiki meets a map-based
social network that’s specifically
designed for family historians.

The creators also note that an
added benefit of using location is
that it “dramatically refines the
search”. They use the example of
trying to find Smiths born
between 1890 and 1900 in
England — practically impossible
because of the sheer number of
results. But, imagine searching
for Smiths born between 1890
and 1900 in the small village of
Chalforit St. Peter in England — a
bit more manageable. The bound-
aries may be altered and place
names may have changed, but
the actual location of where
something happened remains
constant.

How 1O MAP

To simplify the mapping process,
the site has a GEDCOM upload
facility. You can first use your
favorite genealogy program to
export your database in GED-
COM format. Then, go to
wivw.ancestralatias.com and
upload your GEDCOM data, con-
firm your locations. Do not post
details on living individuals. You
may need to create and save a
sanitized version of your GED-
COM (I began with my grandpar-
ents because they are all
deceased} and upload that ver-

sion to the site. Currently, the site
only allows one GEDCOM file

44 INTERNET Genealogy * April/May 2010

per user to be imported at a time.
You can replace your existing file,
but uploading a new GEDCOM
file will remove all previously
imported data. Once you've hit
the upload button, there is a
short waiting period for the data
to be added to the site. You'll
receive an e-mail notification
from Ancestral Atlas once your

GEDCOM has been successfully
imported. Then you can begin

GEDCOM “place” as other
events you've uploaded, the site
offers the option to add them all
to the same pin. For example, it
you have 20 recorded events that
took place at the same location
(and you've given each event the
same place name), locating just
one of these events will enable
you to find them all at the same
time.

If you already have a number

Ancestral Atlas

H.n LW ]

Welcome to Ancestral Atias

That unique webstte for mapping your family's haritege
T v Sebe 5 b SeDeHie g srgopalbe ard NIETTIEAE Ao thed afice pou 1o red -

Flur ARCEshorE He neetb were by haprensd ael W e skt 1 shane bt Lacwiion Pk
brOwedge 1n g phcyrd 400 OsEsoRbaE eTarmreenl Chelr LAE, 43 THNE BTG ToOR

e ada creger gars Aogeyira Aldnl wir DR 3 DT 00 At onlky LR TR 4 Uk 0¥
hass gz v faenlly Lrmlk Hhispel |07 = bnceaml S Bel ahid & g oy 00 E

e mminede kssesd cbe sour esly g helo e,

L A E- 119

] SO e g bbacty ol 0 OO T T 1t [

Mara New FAMUres

Mo, e UD TR % LT il OF e T o yGar GEDETIM Yie, yiu Lk raem ke 3 I 0f B winge plaeing Uk 0 T
Mg Wher . mdd A e IGCAIHE 00 AR ST Th b the e SELOOM "RIECE 8 mrhe s mkets i wialed, =l
Ninl GO PER Mm uptien b add Hesm o3l cp Ba pw—d . So F pou M DG e wolettl PID D0k a0 BE he same
oL L4 w00 e Qemn mech ecEil THE 3AME 'S0 TF) lpeahng Jull &vad of 1hese =-emy and b . B KLk [T all

a4 ihe yame hinve!

i 3F MU VD TIn et B0 TR LA

iy, aiaray

1c ey add=] el Apmehy shory b the map 10 RSB pdul dan Ancerre khas weu L
] w0 D T T ip SR ara el MOT requims pour crpkl cmed Sdehdt, Ceod = |““'°1->Qﬂg
- l S

o rier & 1ok, AR Shee e ot ik 301 (M hebdemegs ©oche gresn mipey Sar aleres, M0 B0 R BF w0 pecper e w8300

o A b Ucsneed Twa

L Leu ] s LRI

THE SErE o Mk R 1 pTel drmady B 4 oM of =opnks on tha Wimi M @0 - Jul by Mo ora slievs piie L Wt
Mben ah s cne GO0 THeg 4 vy ot 6 mised yos SoldEng depoover that ke Leatme ol @ @it F S (e ) ohe mar oo # Comiact Form

j

Above: Registration for the basic service is free. Additional benefits are available
via paid subscription. Below: Mapyped locations for the author’s ancestral
villages of Kucin and Posa.
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your mapping. When adding
data to Ancestral Atlas, you can
choose whether to allow all or
part of the data to be viewed by
any other user.

 If you've uploaded a large
number of events from your
GEDCOM file, you can now save
time when placing them on the
map. When you add a new loca-
tion to an event that lfas the same

of events on the same map pin,
moving one allows you to move
them all in one go! This is very
useful if you eventually discover
that the location of a pin is
wrong (and all the events you
had at that map pin need to
maove, too).
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PLANNED FEATURES AND
ENHANCEMENTS

The Ancestral Atlas team has a
number of features in the works.
These include:

¢ Lite Maps — The ability to plot
all the locations of the events
associated with a selected indi-
vidual. These events will be
linked together to show that indi-
vidual’s journey through life. You
will also be able to show the
descendants or ancestors of a
selected individual — each
descendant/ancestor will be
iinked by a line to their chil-
dren/ parents.

* GEDCOM Import — A teature
for uploading multiple GEDCOM
files that will allow you to
append them to files you previ-
ously uploaded.

* L.ocate Events — Automatically
locate where uploaded events
took place. If there is a unique
place name specified, it will place
a pin at that location. If a given
place name is ambiguous, it will
place a pin at the most likely
location and notity you that you

Mapping Genealogy: Ancestral Atlas

should confirm the information.
If a matching location cannot be
found, you will need to locate it
manually.

¢ Default Map View — A feature
that will allow you to choose a
personalized default map.

To learn more about
Ancestral Atlas, watch Dick
Eastman’s interview with Nick
Francis for RootsTelevision at
www.rootstelevision.com/players
/player_conferences3. php?betid=
17062983001 &betid=14621417001.

LOCATION MAPPING AND
“CLUSTER” GENEALOGY

A popular technique for breaking
down brickwalls during family
history research is to employ the
concept of “cluster genealogy”™ —
here you go bevond your direct
ancestors to research siblings,
aunts, uncles, cousins, relatives,
friends and neighbors for
additional clues. Using online
dynamic mapping can assist with
identitying “cluster” communi-
tics and networking with others

who may be researching the same
location — whether a coal mining
community in the US or a tiny
village in Europe. As the trend in
genealogy continues to move
toward global collaboration and
data sharing, Ancestral Atlas is
another tool which can help us
pinpoint the path to our roots
and hopefully offer a better
understanding of the environ-
ment our ancestors lived in.
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Author, lecturer and instructor,
Lisa A. Alzo, is a frequent confrib-
utor to Internet Genealogy,

'l

Family Chronicle and Discovering
Family History. She can be reached

. via her website, www.lisaalzo.com,
| but regrets she is unable to assist
‘ with personal research requests.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

You can reach our readers with an affordable classified advertisement. A year-long campaign can be vours for as
little as $180. First 40 words $30, each additional word over the first 40 is 50 cents per word.

Contact Jeannett: jeannette @maoorshead.com or toll free: 1-888-326-2476 EST (ext. 111).

TIMELESS VOICES WRITING SERVICES — We ghostwrite your family tree research into a narra-
tive story and produce a book in your name, copyrighted to you. You can get multiple copies or just one —
as you wish. Great for family reunions, anniversaries, weddings, births, gifts. Contact us

www.storywriteronline-rl.com

VIRGINIA RESEARCH. Will research Lexington Virginia and surrounding areas. Free estimate.
Reasonable rates. Friendly service. Send emuail to T. Williams at lexingtonresearch® gmail.com or call

540-817-0365 for more information.

CEMETERY RESEARCH. Will search Madison County, Iilinois, cemeteries for requested surnames.
Reasonable rates - fast response. Send name and mailing address for details. Penko Research, PO Box
606, Hamel, IL 62046 (or) penko46 @ empowering.com.

UNITED STATES RESEARCH — We can help by consulting with you as you do your own research,
doing some research for you, or offering suggestions for brick wall situations. Free initial consultation.

Anne J. Miller, Ph.D. www.A/Mresearch.com or DMEAIM @verizon.net.

wwurinterne f-gi'ﬂﬂﬂfﬂgy. (R

-

INTERNET Cenealogy = Apdl/May 2010 45






